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Have no fear, Kanayo is here with a brand new edition of the K-files.  Has it been one hot summer or what?  There has been no break from the summer heat these last few weeks.  I sure hope all of you are staying cool out there during your training.  Summer is the time when most of you are training for your big races coming up this fall.  Remember to stay hydrated, stay in the shade as much as possible, and take it easy out there.  We are just halfway through the summer and Fleet Feet Sports wants to end it with a bang.  Check out all the great events we have planned for you in the next couple of weeks here at Fleet Feet Sports, Gaithersburg.  Enjoy the rest of your summer!!
Fleet Feet Sports is more than just a running and walking store.  There is meaning behind this name.  To find out more, click here.
November marks my 5 year anniversary at Fleet Feet Sports, Gaithersburg.  What an incredible journey it has been thus far.  Yes, I said thus far because I look forward to meeting new and exciting customers in the coming months who want to achieve their goals.  When I started here, I just thought Fleet Feet was your old fashioned shoe store where customers come in, pick out a pair of shoes that they liked and try them on.  Little did I know that this shoe store was so much more.  From the countless hours of training I went through with my colleagues, I was blown away by what Fleet Feet Sports was all about.  Five years later, we have grown so much as a franchise.  Now, we want to keep you posted on where we are going in the future.
Last month, Chris, Robyn, Kelly (our new Apparel Buyer), and I attended our annual Fleet Feet National Conference in sunny San Diego.  Every year, this is a chance to meet and greet other Fleet Feet owners and attend seminars to help grow our store.  The focal point of the conference was the announcement of our new Fleet Feet brand message.  For the last five years, we have helped our customers find the right pair of shoes for their running and walking needs.  However, Fleet Feet Sports is so much more than this.  Our message to you is called “Be the Movement.”  Here is what it says:

“It is not a shoe store.  It is a starting point.  A place that converts human inertia into a force that spins the globe.  A place that tramples down walls and eradicates excuses, and brings a nation to its feet.  It moves people for life.  And health.  And strength.  Its momentum is unstoppable.  Unslowable, even.

It moves people to move people.  It moves people together.  It ignites hearts and inspires emotion, and that emotion turns into motion.  That motion is turning out to be a movement.  We are the movement.

And so are you.”
What a powerful message!!  This message says so much about who we are here in Gaithersburg, MD.

Yes, we offer great knowledge to help make the right selection of footwear, apparel, sports bras, orthotics, hydration, nutrition, and so much more.  Yet, we also move people to a new lifestyle each and every day in our store.  Bringing people together and forging new friendships.  This is what happens when we hold our No Boundaries training programs throughout the year.  Just witnessing customers training for their first 5K can prove to anybody that they too can accomplish this achievement.  But, as the message says, it all begins with a starting point.  This is something so special to witness each and every year.
In the next few weeks, we will be showing a video in our store that exhibits this message loudly and clearly.  I have seen the video and it is incredible.  I can’t wait for you to see our new message and see what Fleet Feet Sports is truly all about.  Plus, our staff will be showcasing new Fleet Feet t-shirts which will show our message and get the word out on what and who we are as a specialty running store here in the DC area.
As the message says, it is a starting point.  Fleet Feet Sports, Gaithersburg is the starting point for new customers to begin their running or walking adventure.  We are stronger now than we were five years ago and that is partly because of our vendor partners and store employees, but most importantly, our beloved customers for helping us to get where we are now.  For five years, we have helped move a lot of customers.   We will continue to be the movement for many years to come.  

Until next time,  I’ll see you on the streets of Gaithersburg.

Take care,

Kanayo
